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Walker Lives Up to His Star Billing

By KEATHERINE BISHOP
SAN FRANCISCO
HEN a verdict heavily on the testi-
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Waliker’s truthfulness and, in the process, get a close-up
look at America’s First Family of Espionage.
The courtroom heard from a handful of Waikers:

problems; Michaal, the son who stole to please his dad;
Barbara Joy Crowley Walker, the former wife who fi.
nally blew the whistle, and Laura Walker Snyder, the
daughter who served as the catalyst who moved her
mother to action.

For a time prosecutors struggled to keep what they
have characterized as the most important espionage
case in the last 30 years from degenerating into a soap
opera. Spectators were left with a host of titillating ques-
tions that nearly overshadowed the matter of Mr. Whit-
worth’s guilt or innocente. Did John threaten to kill
Laura’s husband if he disclosed John's Spying activities
to authorities? Did John tell Barbara to become a prosti-
tute to pay the family bills? Did Barbara have an affair
with Arthur while she was still married to John?

For his part, John Walker stuck to his story that he
originally recruited Mr. Whitworth to steal secrets when
they served as Navy radiomen in 19874 in San Diego, after
determining to his own satisfaction that the defendant
“had larceny in his heart.” But Mr. Walker also ap-
peared to hurt the prosecution by insisting that he never
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told any of his recruits, including Mr. Whitworth, that the
stolen materials were destined for the Soviet Union.

Arthur Walker, a retired Navy officer, substantiated
John Walker’s story that he stole classified military data
from the defense contractor for whom he worked and
passed it to his brother. But on the topic of Mr. Whit-
worth, he could only say that John Walker toid him that a
person on the West Coast was also involved,

Michael Walker testified that his mother told him
when he was 13 years old that his father was spying for
the Soviet Union, but he did not believe her until years

later, when John Walker recruited him. He toid of a .

manipulative father whe was pieased that his son ‘‘had
the guts’’ to steal classified information from the aircraft
carrier to which he was assigned.

His older sister, Laura Walker- Snyder, testified
about their father’s unsuccessful attempts to enlist her
as a spy while she was in the Army. Like her
brother, she said she knew Mr. Whitworth but did not
know if he was invoived with her father's iliegal activi-
ties.

Barbara Joy Crowley Walker said she told Mr. Whit-
worth in 1973 that she knew her husband was trying to re-
cruit him as a spy. Three years later, she said, she reas-
sured Mr. Whitworth that she would not turn her husband
in just because they were abowt to file for divorce.
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